
 

May 2016 

Dear Leadership Wisconsin/WRLP Alumnus: 
  
Wow, Group XVI just finished their final seminar 
this month!  Their graduation will take place 
on Saturday July 16th at the Legacy of Leadership 
Celebration in Wausau.  We hope that all of you 
will join us to welcome the newest alumni.  You 
can learn more and register at -
http://leadershipwisconsin.org/legacy-of-
leadership-2016/ 
  
Next month we will have more about Group XVI’s 
final seminar which focused on 
Agriculture.  However, I want to take some space 
to thank alumni and sponsors of the seminar: 

 Mark Mayer (Group VII) hosted the group 
at the Green County University of 
Wisconsin-Extension office in Monroe.  He 
talked about agriculture trends in the 
state and was instrumental in making 
many of our connections for tours and 
speakers. 

 Jim Raymond (Group IV) was with the 
group throughout the seminar to help 
them connect the dots and explore 
agriculture issues. Jim hosts AgMatters on 
WCLO 1230 AM . 

 Jim Holte (Group VI) spoke to the group 
about the Wisconsin Farm Bureau 
Federation and their role in supporting 
and advocating for agriculture. 

 Andy (James) Morton (Group XI) served 
on a panel that discussed regulation of 
large animal operations. In his role with 
the DNR he was able to bring a regulatory 
and watershed perspective to the 
conversation. 

 Yogi Brown (Group VIII) gave us a tour of 
her family’s operation - SunBurst Dairy. 
She talked about the factors that drove 
their expansion. 
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Networker" Workshop on 6/6! 
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Alumni News 
 

Check out this article written about an 

alumna, Grady Gutknect of Group XVI from 

Black River Falls who had the opportunity to 

travel to a part of the world that was unknown 

to her.  
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Calendar 
  

May 30th - Office Closed in Observance of 

Memorial Day  

 

June 6th - Become a Master Networker 
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 Jeanne Carpenter (XII) educated us on 
cheese, helping us to see and understand 
the differences between three high 
quality cheddars.  Her business 
– Wisconsin Cheese Originals  – sponsored 
the tasting. 

 AV (Howard) Roth (Group XIV) drove 
down from Crawford County to tell as 
about his operation – Roth Feeder 
Pigs.  He also shared with us about the 
pork industry in the state and region.  AV 
also graciously sponsored our Friday 
lunch. 

 Other sponsors for the seminar 
includedThe Wisconsin Milk Marketing 
Board and The Wisconsin Beef 
Council.  The fellows were able to hear 
from each about their piece of the 
agricultural economy in Wisconsin. 

  
Before I close, I want to introduce you to our 
newest member of the Leadership Wisconsin 
team. Kelsey Kastorff has joined us as our 
Summer Affirmative Action Intern.  She will be 
working on communications, supporting efforts to 
better connect with alumni, and helping us build 
relationships with underserved audiences.  Kelsey 
is studying Human Services Leadership at UW 
Oshkosh.  We are excited to have her be a part of 
Leadership Wisconsin!  Many of you had the 
pleasure of interacting with Ellie Rohlf who 
served as our Communications Assistant for the 
2015-2016 school year.  Ellie graduated this spring 
with a Bachelors in Communication Arts from UW 
Madison.  We wish her luck as she embarks into 
the professional world full time! 
  
Sincerely, 
Sarah Schlosser 
Executive Director, Leadership Wisconsin 

  

 
  

  
 Leadership Wisconsin Communication Skills 

for Leadership Success 
  
Do you want to become a Master at Networking? 

  
Well here is your chance! 

Whorkshop; Presented in Partnership with 

Wisconsin Counties Association, Stevent 

Point Holiday Inn, 9:30am-12:30pm  

  

Register at:  

http://www.wicounties.org/events/522/#event-

listing 

 

June 17th - FY16Q4 Board Meeting 

 

June 25th - Group XVII Picnic Social,   

Marathon Park Wausau, WI shelter #4 

Noon - 4:00pm  

OPEN TO ALUMNI who want to meet the 

new Fellows 

 

 

July 4th - Office Closed for Holiday 

 

July 16th - Legacy of Leadership Celebration 

& Group XVI Graduation, Great 

Dane,  Wausau, WI 

OPEN TO ALL ALUMNI 

 

 
REGISTER HERE! 
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Developing Leaders to Strengthen 

Communities 

 

Leadership Wisconsin - Vision 
 

Strong Communities, Effective Leaders in 

a Changing World 
 

In every corner of the state, where 

organizations and communities are dealing 

with difficult issues, Leadership Wisconsin 

alumni can be found among the leaders 

stepping forward to foster civil dialogue, 
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We have partnered with the Wisconsin Counties 
Association to host a three-session workshop 
series called Communication Skills for Leadership 
Success. Our 3rd and final session of this 3 series 
workshop is soon approaching! This event is 
where you can learn to create connections with 
others that will help you to be an influential 
leader. Workshop facilitators will help you take a 
closer look at the networks you have already 
built, and find opportunities for you to expand 
your network and gain stronger relationships in 
your personal and professional life. We will also 
be taking a closer look into networking using 
different types of social media, and how it plays a 
major role in networking in the world today. 
  
Where:    Holiday Inn & Convention Center 
               1001 Amber Avenue 
               Stevens Point, WI 54481 
When:     Monday June 6th 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 

  
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO REGISTER to become a 

Master Networker!  

 
REGISTER HERE! 

  

 
 Group VI Remembers, During their 20thYear 

Anniversary! 
  

At the Legacy of Leadership Celebration we not 

only welcome the newest group into the 

Leadership Wisconsin alumni network, we 

reflect on the Signature Program experience of 

the groups celebrating their 20-year and 10-

year anniversaries. Summer Intern Kelsey 

Kastorff took some time to interview alumni of 

Group VI.  Read their reflections below and be 

sure to join us on July 16th for more 

stories!  You can register for the Legacy of 

Leadership Celebration 

athttp://leadershipwisconsin.org/legacy-of-

leadership-2016/ 

identity inclusive solutions, and create 

positive change. 

 

Leadership Wisconsin Values 
 

Building Community 
Growing diverse networks, collaborations, 

and connections 

 

Encouraging Learning 
Achieving personal growth and professional 

development 

 

Fostering Understanding 
Respecting diverse points-of-view broadening 

the sense of community 

Experiencing and applying a global 

perspective 

 

Acting with Integrity 
Enabling personal and professional 

development based on ethical 

behavior 

Demonstrating a commitment to excellence 

  

 
 

Support 

  

Alumni are our key supporters because you 

have experienced first-hand the value of the 

Signature Program.  When you donate to 

Leadership Wisconsin you can choose to have 

your gift directed towards Supporting the 

Signature Program, Providing Tuition Support 

for Fellows, Growing the Endowment Fund, 

and/or the Area of Greatest Need. 

 

 

Thank you to our April 2016 

Donors! 
  

Delaine Patzner 

Doug Rebout 
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Twenty years have passed since Group VI 

graduated from Leadership Wisconsin. They 

gained important leadership skills, and with 

unique experiences freshly packed into their 

brains they set off to start something new. 

Looking back, those memories are still clearly 

imprinted in their minds. Many of the group 

members remember the International Seminar 

to Hungary. Others remember the networking 

that was done with classmates during the 2-

years spent together. Some were left with the 

thought of the different issues in the world 

that they were introduced to over the course 

of the program.  We asked a few members of 

Group VI what memory stands out the most: 

Jim Heinen shared with us that when traveling 

by train to Hungary he and the rest of group 

had to sit in a compartment holding about 60 

people as well as goats and chickens. He 

recalls it being dirty and filled with an 

unpleasant smell. Another experience that Jim 

shared was traveling through an airport in 

Frankfurt, Germany. While looking for all of 

the group’s luggage, each having a yellow 

piece of yarn attached, he and some others got 

locked into a small compartment where 

luggage was being stored and had to bang very 

loudly on the door until eventually someone 

came and was able to let them out. One last 

memory that he shared was that of Judy Wiff. 

She and her roommate, along with their host 

family, traveled to a church to have a picnic. 

When they arrived at the church, Judy and her 

roommate were a little taken back because it 

was not yet finished. They were told that loans 

were not something that existed. If you did not 

Jeffrey Ebel 

Johnson Tractor 

Marlys Kolstad 

Mary Dudley 

Mary Frisch 

 

 

  

Be a part of Wisconsin’s Leadership Legacy 

by supporting Leadership Wisconsin. 

 

 
 

If donating online please select “UW 

Extension – Leadership Wisconsin” 

  

Or send a check, payable to “Leadership 

Wisconsin” to: 

  

Leadership Wisconsin 

610 Langdon St., Rm 331 

Madison, WI 53703 

  

 
 

Monthly Motivational Quote 
  

"Whatever the mind can conceive and believe, 

the mind can achieve". 

 

by Dr. Napoleon Hill 

  

 
 

Leadership Resource of the Month 
  

Since we just returned from our International 

Seminar in Kazakhstan, check out this 

articlefrom the Harvard Business Review. 

This article emphasizes different aspects of 

https://hbr.org/2016/05/what-leadership-looks-like-in-different-cultures
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have the money, you just could not do certain 

things. As it turned out this church that they 

were having their picnic at was being built 

slowly because they needed time to raise more 

money to be able to cover the material cost. 

You can imagine it took quite a while to build 

the church. Judy commented on how 

remarkable it was that these people could 

come together to be able to fund something 

that is so great for the community. (See full 

story online). 

  

 
International Seminar March 2016: Journal of 

Kazakhstan 
  
Recently Leadership Wisconsin’s Group XVI had 
the opportunity to travel to Kazakhstan for their 
International Seminar. While out and about in 
their travels, they were able to document their 
daily activities to share with all of us back in 
Wisconsin. Here are some of their reflections: 
  
Kalpana Rizal, Middleton WI: 
“The beauty of experiencing and educating 
ourselves was just amazing. We learned their 
leadership style, education system, rich culture 
and history under the Soviet Union. When the trip 
was announced by the board, LW fellows had a lot 
of different stereotypes already made up in their 
mind about this country and what it might be 
like. 
  
Some of those stereotypes were: 

 They are an Islamic Nation 
  I’ve heard they eat horse 
 All areas are rural and have a lot of 

potholes 

  
These stereotypes for the country were 
false.  Instead, we learned to open our heart and 
soul to strangers.  It’s a beautiful landlocked 
country and newly independent from the USSR. 
They are open to international community.  The 

leadership in various cultures! 

  

 
 

  Follow Us 
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 LinkedIn 
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country itself is young and they are working hard 
to make it as strong and rich as other neighboring 
nations. Not a single time in the 2 weeks of my 
stay was I asked what religion I practiced. 
  
People in Kazakhstan dress with dignity and pride 
which was the lesson I learned. They may not 
have a lot to wear but what they do wear is clean 
and handled with care. Education was first 
priority to parents and for their children. Also 
seeing empowered women in every sector of life 
was very impressive. Proud to see that!! 
  
The cities in Kazakhstan are clean, well 
maintained, and world class. They had good 
infrastructures and well planned. The highways 
and streets are well maintained. People have 
good civic sense. We all were pleasantly surprised 
to see this, especially because when we hear of a 
country in Central Asia we don't normally hear 
about how it has anything good to offer. We were 
proven wrong and the visit there opened our eyes 
and the experience we had will be etched in our 
hearts forever.” 
  
Mario Micheli Algoma, WI: 
“Kazakhstan Day 1, March 15th 2016: When we 
arrived in Kazakhstan we were ready to embark 
on a journey of learning, fellowship, and 
relationship building. This experience was an 
experience of a lifetime. This journey started off 
with a bang, as the fellows were immediately 
welcomed with the famous Kazakh warmth and 
hospitality, making the long arduous flight a 
distant memory. (Read the full story online). 
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