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2011 Leadership Excellence Awards Recipient 
Jordyn Schara, North Freedom
MADISON, Wis. – Leadership Wisconsin, an organization dedicated to developing leaders and strengthening communities, presented the 2011 Excellence Awards to three state leaders at its annual conference last week in Wisconsin Dells. 
 
“Leadership Wisconsin, dedicated to developing leaders to strengthen communities, is so proud to recognize the leadership of Jorydn Schara of North Freedom,” said JoAnn Stormer, Executive Director.  Jordyn, a high school sophomore, has come to believe in the importance of volunteerism, in helping kids build better lives for themselves and the world through the experience of helping others.  Jordyn, along with her brother, created Project READ.  The goal was to engage the community to send magazines, books, CDs, DVDs, letters, cards, candy, snacks and games to our troops overseas.  Over 1,000 pounds of reading materials was collected and over $1200 was raised.  Jordyn was able to recruit dozens of students to help participate in this community project.  It grew to the point that other youth took from her lead and started similar projects. 

Then Jordyn focused on a problem that was affecting her peers. – 70% of individuals who abuse prescription pain killers obtained them from a friend or relative, often without their knowledge and from their own medicine cabinets.  2.1 million kids, ages 12-17, reported abusing prescription drugs – they’re so easy to access.

So Jordyn created Wisconsin P2D2 – Wisconsin Prescription Pill and Drug Disposal.  The goal of WI P2D2 is to educate the public about prescription and over the counter drug abuse, how to properly dispose of unwanted drugs, and how to safely store drugs kept in homes.  

So far, Jordyn has held three drug collection events, hosted a flu shot clinic, a free sharps disposal and a free mercury thermometer swap, all in addition to collecting over 2,000 pounds of drugs that are now out of the hands of young children and teens.  Jordyn purchased a 24/7 drug drop off box for her community, engaged high school students to paint and decorate the container, helped her city purchase an incinerator to save on disposal costs, and has been the first teen in Wisconsin to receive a state grant for drug collection/disposal. She is now helping neighboring communities start their own programs.

Literally, Jordyn is on a mission to mobilize the energy, ingenuity and compassion of young people to discover their power and potential to solve real world problems through service and service learning.  Her goals are to give kids the opportunities to see firsthand the issues in their communities and around the globe, and then to give them the tools that they need to respond and become a part of the solution.

Leadership Wisconsin thanks its conference sponsors: Alliant Energy, Daluge Travel, UW School of Business, the Green Bay Packers and WI Campus Compact.
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Leadership Wisconsin is a premier leadership development organization with a national reputation for producing highly effective leaders. Leadership Wisconsin trains visionary, yet pragmatic leaders who are bound by public need & not political favors; that are capable & willing to work at shaping our future with a broad perspective on the issues. For more information visit our website www.LeadershipWisconsin.org or call our offices at (608) 263-0817.
